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COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Prefix and Number                                                               Course Title
HIST 1301                                                                                                      U.S. History I	                                                                             
                                                                                                                          Date: August 1, 2015

ACGM Description:

HIST 1301 

A survey of the social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual history of the United States from the pre-Columbian era to the Civil War/Reconstruction period. United States History I includes the study of pre-Columbian, colonial, revolutionary, early national, slavery and sectionalism, and the Civil War/Reconstruction eras. Themes that may be addressed in United States History I include: American settlement and diversity, American culture, religion, civil and human rights, technological change, economic change, immigration and migration, and creation of the federal government. 

Catalog Description:

Lecture Hours: 3   Lab Hours: 0   Semester Credit Hours: 3

Prerequisites: None

Introduction and Purpose:

HIST 1301 is a survey course in American History covering events through 1877. The purpose of the course is to:

1. Provide a background of our modern American heritage.
1. Impress upon students an understanding of American culture and traditions.
1. Introduce and critique alternative explanatory systems / theories.
1. Examine social institutions and processes across a range of historical periods, social structures, and cultures using the accepted methods, technologies, and data used by social and behavioral scientists. 
1. Provide an understanding of the background from which current domestic and international issues and problems develop.
1. Show students how to analyze, critically assess, and develop creative solutions to current public policy problems.
1. Teach students to assess the place and future of the United States in an increasingly integrated and complex world.
1. Impress upon students their responsibility in a democratic society by learning to think for themselves, by engaging in public discourse, and by obtaining information about contemporary politics and public policy through various informational sources.


This course gives partial fulfillment for academic graduation and is transferable to senior colleges.

Instructional Materials:

Textbook:	Keene, Jennifer D. et al. Visions of America: A History of the United States, Upper 	Saddle River: Pearson Education, Inc., 2nd Edition (combined single volume). 

Supplies and Additional Materials:  Writing materials, textbooks, writing materials, ancillary books, and audio-visual materials provided by the instructor.

Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course the students will:

1.	Create an argument through the use of historical evidence.
2.	Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources.
3.	Analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural, and global forces on this period of United States history.

Description of Institutional Core Objectives (ICO’s)

Given the rapid evolution of necessary knowledge and skills and the need to take into account global, national, state, and local cultures, the core curriculum must ensure that students will develop the essential knowledge and skills they need to be successful in college, in a career, in their communities, and in life. Therefore, with the assistance of the Undergraduate Education Advisory Committee, the Coordinating Board approved a 42 semester credit hour core curriculum for all undergraduate students in Texas, including a statement of purpose, six core objectives, and common component areas.

Statement of Purpose

Through the Texas Core Curriculum, students will gain a foundation of knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world, develop principles of personal and social responsibility for living in a diverse world, and advance intellectual and practical skills that are essential for all learning.  Hill College faculty periodically evaluate the objectives included in the Foundational Component Area of American History.
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	Core Objective
	College SLO
	Course SLO
	 General Learning Activities
	Assessment

	Critical Thinking Skills
	CT1:  Generate and communicate ideas by combining, changing or reapplying existing information  
	1, 2, 3
	Analyze and interpret textbook material, notes, primary and secondary sources
	projects, writing assignments, discussions, role-playing, and/or team activities

	Communication
Skills
	CS1:  Develop, interpret, and express ideas through written communication
	1, 2, 3
	Analyze and interpret textbook material, notes, primary and secondary sources
	projects, quizzes, tests, writing assignments, discussions, and/or presentations

	Communication
Skills
	CS2:  Develop, interpret, and express ideas through oral communication
	1, 2, 3
	Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources, key course themes
	projects, quizzes, tests, writing assignments, discussions, and/or presentations

	Communication
Skills
	CS3:  Develop, interpret, and express ideas through visual communication
	1, 2, 3
	Analyze and interpret primary sources, videos, textbook images, charts, graphs, maps, and/or illustrations etc. to draw conclusions about the images’ meaning and purpose. Express ideas with the use of images
	projects, class discussions, map exercises, quizzes, tests, and/or presentations

	Social Responsibility
	SR1: Demonstrate intercultural competence
	3
	Analyze the history of various cultures inside and outside the European colonies in North America/United States and their impact on American history
	projects, quizzes, tests, writing assignments, discussions, and/or presentations

	Social Responsibility
	SR2: Identify civic responsibility
	3
	Analyze how history impacts students’ roles as citizens – taking lessons of the past and applying them to the present
	projects, tests, quizzes, writing assignments, discussions, and/or presentations

	Social Responsibility
	SR3: Engage in regional, national and global communities
	3
	Analyze how various forces impacted the development of regional and national identities in the United States and the role of the United States in the world
	projects, tests, quizzes, writing assignments, discussions, and/or presentations

	Personal Responsibility
	PR1:  Evaluate choices and actions and relate consequences to decision-making
	3
	Analyze and interpret choices people have made at key turning points in American history and how outcomes were effected by those decisions
	projects, writing assignments, class participation, and/or problem-solving activities


The students’ success in completing these objectives will be measured using a set of examinations and assignments described in detail under the “Methods of Evaluation” section below.
Annual Assessment Plan will be implemented each year to review this course. 

Methods of Instruction:

This course is taught using a combination of lectures, class discussions/projects, and audio-visual and computer presentations.

Methods of Evaluation:

The students' success in completing the core objectives within the Foundational Component Area of American History will be measured using rubric, exam, or quiz.

To meet the state’s First College-Level Course requirements, at least 30% of the course grade will be based on student writing. 

Grades in this course will be based on the following evaluative criteria:

· Course work will constitute 75% of the course grade.
· A comprehensive final exam will constitute 25% of the course grade.

Letter grades for the course will be based on the following percentages:

90-100%	A
80-89%	B
70-79%	C
60-69%	D
Below 60%	F

All work must be completed and submitted by the student in time before credit is given in the course.

Topics:

1. Pre-Columbian America
1. Initial Colonization 1590-1710
1. Colonization and imperialistic conflict 1710-1763
1. Revolutionary War
1. Early Republic
1. Constitutions
1. Jeffersonian Era
1. Jacksonian Era and White Men’s Democracy
1. Economy and Slavery
1. Reform Movements
1. Sectionalism (Long term causes of the Civil War)
1. Manifest Destiny & Territorial Expansion
1. The Civil War 
1. Reconstruction



Disabilities/ADA

Reports of discrimination based on disability may be directed to the ADA/Section 504 coordinator.  The College District designates the following person to coordinate its efforts to comply with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, which incorporates and expands the requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended: 

Name:	Dr. Heather Kissack
Position:	Executive Director of Human Resources
Address:	112 Lamar Drive, Hillsboro, TX  76645
Telephone:	(254) 659-7731
Students with qualified and documented disabilities may request accommodations which will enable them to participate in and benefit from educational programs and activities.  Students should contact the Academic Advising and Student Success Center for more details at: 254 659 7650 for Hillsboro, 817 760 5650 for Cleburne, or 817 295-7392 for Burleson.


EEO Statement

Hill College is committed to the principle of equal opportunity in education and employment.  The college does not discriminate against individuals on the basis of age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, genetic information, or veteran status in the administration of its educational programs, activities, or employment policies.


Instructor’s Class Content:
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